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Bermondsey 
Riverside revival
Just south of the Thames, nestled between Southwark, 
Rotherhithe and Peckham, is Bermondsey. It has been quietly 
transformed in recent decades. It was once an integral point along 
London’s waterways and a hub for the processing and trading  
of leather and hides; today the area’s industrial past is still in 
evidence across a series of warehouse buildings that line the 
cobbled streets. Until the 1980s – when cash was pumped in as 
part of the London Docklands redevelopment – many of these 
buildings stood empty and derelict. The days of low rents for 
large spaces – which made Bermondsey a popular destination  
for artists pushed out of other parts of the city – may have  
passed but the area’s creative history is still evident. Bristling  
with culture and good transport links to the City of London,  
the area is home to a number of galleries celebrating both 
established and emerging artists, as well as restaurants and  
bars that locals have tried – and failed – to keep secret.

The area is also known for its bustling markets. The 
antiques market on Bermondsey Square is a spectacle, bursting 
into life at dawn each Friday. It echoes the colourful cockney 
days of old and you’ll find everything from furniture to cutlery 
and china. Borough Market to the west is a great spot to stock 
up on English produce at its best.

Culinary tour
Bermondsey walk

Starting at Bermondsey 
Underground, walk past the neat 
rows of former factories, a 
throwback to the area’s former life 
as an industrial centre, and you’ll 
find yourself on Bermondsey 
Street. This is a little-known 
culinary hub attracting both local 
residents and Londoners from 
further afield. If you arrive in the 
early morning, head for breakfast 
at    The Garrison, one of London’s 

original and finest gastropubs.  
The award-winning, green-tiled 
venue serves a hearty English 
breakfast but there’s also a berry 
smoothie and house muesli for  
the more health-conscious. 

If it’s Spanish fare you fancy, 
walk a couple of doors down to 
    José Tapas and Sherry Bar.  
Open every day from 12.00, this 
cosy location serves faultless 
pinchos, such as platters of gordal 
olives and chorizo al vino. Staying 
on Bermondsey Street, next take  
in some contemporary culture at 
Jay Jopling’s    White Cube. The 
minimalist 1970s building by 
Casper Mueller Kneer Architects 
is one of the largest commercial-
art spaces in the UK. Expect 
conceptual paintings, photography 
and sculpture from artists such as 
Gilbert & George and Damien 

Hirst. For lunch pop into the 
super-sleek     Zucca, a modern 
Italian restaurant run by River 
Café alumnus Sam Harris.

Bermondsey bursts into life  
at the weekend. On Saturday 
mornings many Londoners  

migrate to    Maltby Street  
Market: Ropewalk, located a  
short walk away under the old 
railway arches. Even if you’re  
not hungry it’s an ideal place  
to soak up some atmosphere.  
Rifle through the extensive  
antique offerings at the Lassco 
store or pop into the outpost of 
acclaimed British chef Fergus 
Henderson’s     St John Bakery 
Room to sample its always-popular 
custard doughnuts.

For panoramic views of the 
capital, head towards London 
Bridge Station and go up The 
Shard, London’s 87-storey, Renzo 
Piano-designed structure. The 
tallest skyscraper in western 
Europe includes a selection of 
restaurants, bars and the Shangri-La 
Hotel. Rather than pay a king’s 
ransom to go up in the lift to see 
the city from the building’s viewing 
platform, pre-book a table at
    Aqua Shard for a cocktail on the 
31st floor. On sunny days, head 
across to one of London’s few lofty 
venues:    The Rooftop Café at  
The Exchange. Don’t let its 
stripped-back, office-block 
entrance put you off; this 
third-floor restaurant and terrace 
bar is a well-kept London secret.

To walk off a full stomach, stroll 
along the River Thames before 
popping your head around the 
door at    The Scoop Amphitheatre  
on Queen’s Walk, where everything 
from Christmas markets to film 
screenings are staged throughout 
the course of the year. 

Finally, round off the day with 
dinner at     Restaurant Story, one  
of London’s finest food venues. It 
serves Michelin-starred cooking 
from chef Tom Sellers.

Address book

01 The Garrison 
 99-101 Bermondsey 

Street, SE1 3XB 
 144 (0)20 7089 9355 

thegarrison.co.uk
02 José Tapas and 
 Sherry Bar 
 104 Bermondsey Street, 

SE1 3UB 
 144 (0)20 7403 4902 

josepizarro.com
03 White Cube 
 144-152 Bermondsey 

Street, SE1 3TQ 
 144 (0)20 7930 5373 

whitecube.com
04 Zucca 
 184 Bermondsey Street, 

SE1 3TQ 
 144 (0)20 7378 6809 

zuccalondon.com
05 Maltby Street Market: 

Ropewalk 
 Ropewalk, SE1 2HQ 

maltby.st
06 St John Bakery Room 

Arch 42, Ropewalk, SE1 
2HQ 

 stjohngroup.uk.com
07 Aqua Shard 
 Level 31, The Shard, 31 St 

Thomas Street, SE1 9RY 
 144 (0)20 3011 1256 

aquashard.co.uk
08 The Rooftop Café 
 The Exchange, 28 London 

Bridge Street, SE1 9SG  
144 (0)20 3102 3770 
therooftopcafe.co.uk

09 The Scoop Amphitheatre 
Queen’s Walk, SE1 2DB  
144 (0)20 7403 4866 
morelondon.com

10 Restaurant Story 
 199 Tooley Street,  

SE1 2JX
  144 (0)20 7183 2117
 restaurantstory.co.uk

Walks
 —Find your 
own London
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London is a loose 
association of villages, 
a cluster of interwoven 
neighbourhoods that 
have their own distinct 
characters. The city has 
altered dramatically in 
recent years, with areas 
previously regarded a 
little warily emerging 
as artisan and culinary 
spots. Here are five  
urban walks that are 
perfect showcases 
of London’s fresh 
developments alongside 
some grand traditions.

Getting there
—

Bermondsey Street is roughly 
equidistant between London 

Bridge and Bermondsey 
stations. Both are on the 

Jubilee line and the former is 
also on the Northern line. The 
521 and 48 buses also go past 
London Bridge from Holborn 
and Hackney, respectively.
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Hackney 
Spit and polish
The speed with which the London Fields area of east London  
has been transformed from a site of urban decay to one of inner-
city splendour is astonishing, yet the alteration itself is hardly 
surprising. London Fields is a small park that has become a local 
institution for lazy summer days thanks to its perfectly preserved 
lido and a wealth of bars and shops along nearby Broadway 
Market. Nestled to the northeast, the wide, leafy streets that 
crisscross this well-gentrified pocket of the city are home to  
some of the most beautiful examples of Victorian architecture.

Right in the heart of this district is Wilton Way. One of the 
most fashionable stretches in London, it is emblematic of the 
changes that have taken place across Hackney, a borough that 
was once synonymous with poverty, gun crime and disaffected 
youth. The cheap rents that the area used to offer encouraged 
creative entrepreneurs to set up shop here and no enclave of 
Hackney is more indicative of its fiercely independent spirit. 

Over the course of a few years, this neighbourhood has 
been buffed and polished almost beyond recognition, to the 
amazement (and occasional dismay) of longstanding locals who 
have watched on in disbelief as newsagents and greasy-spoon 
cafés have been replaced by boutiques, artisan coffee shops and 
pop-up restaurants.

Diamonds in the rough
Hackney walk 

Populated by artfully dishevelled 
hipsters, the borough of Hackney 
may look a little rough around the 
edges but in reality it’s a quirky 
haven of original food and novel 
retail ventures.

Start your walk at     Violet 
Cakes. This cosy California 
bakery is the creation of Claire 
Ptak, former pastry chef at Alice 
Waters’ Chez Panisse. Head here 
for chocolate-wafer-sandwich 
cookies and Ptak’s signature 
cupcakes, including flavours such 
as Valrhona chocolate and violet. 
Next, for a cup of coffee with a 
sense of theatre, head a couple 
of doors down to    Wilton Way 
Café, an establishment that offers 
up avocado and toast and flat 

whites to be enjoyed alongside 
live broadcasts from their in-house 
radio station, London Fields Radio.

For a spot of shopping, pop 
your head into    J Glinert.  
Open Thursdays to Sundays, 
this is the passion project of 
art technician Tom Budding 
and stocks a varied selection of 
products, from Kaweco pens to 
Terry England pencil clips.  
A few doors down is    Momosan 
Shop, run by Japanese Momoko 
Mizutani. You won’t find anything 
run of the mill here; Mizutani 
has personally scoured the world 
for unusual and well-designed 
products. Expect Chemex coffee-
makers, hinoki wood bath shavings 
and handmade Finnish clogs.

Head south after you’ve 
perused the delights of Wilton 
Way and, if it’s a sunny summer’s 

day, wander over to the    London 
Fields Lido for a cooling dip or 
a laze on the verdant patch of 
London Fields. To sample the local 
culinary culture, make a post-swim 
stroll over to    E5 Bakehouse, 
the organic bakery under an old 
railway arch. Or, for an afternoon 
pint, sign up for a tour or prop up 
the bar at    London Fields Brewery, 
a micro-brewery that has proved 
instrumental in the city’s now-
celebrated craft-beer movement. 
It is located in a former warehouse 
and you can expect powerfully 
flavoured Indian Pale Ales, lagers 
and stouts, as well as jazz music on 
Sunday nights.

A walk around Hackney 
wouldn’t be complete without an 
amble down the hipster’s sartorial 
promenade of Broadway Market, 
which becomes a specialist food 
market every Saturday. If you can’t 
face the full force of the fashion 
crowds, head there as close to its 
09.00 opening time as you can. 

The shops that flank the market 
are also worth checking out. Lovers 
of the written word should be sure 
to visit    Donlon Books, which 

specialises in art, photography and 
music publications. Then there’s 
Climpson & Sons, one of the 
vanguard of London’s recent coffee 
revolution, and design-conscious 
wine shop    Noble Fine Liquor, 
championing small growers.

To end the day, grab a table at 
    Hill & Szrok. A butcher by 
day and restaurant by night, this 
is one of a new breed of young, 
innovative London butchers 
sourcing high-quality sustainable 
meats. The restaurant centres 
around a shared marble dining 
table offering cuts of expertly 
cooked meats from its counter.  
Get there early or expect to join  
a long, snaking queue, as they  
don’t take reservations.

And finally, for a slice of East 
End history, head to traditional 
pie-and-mash shop F Cooke on 
the same street. From 19.00 on 
Thursdays through to Saturdays, 
this traditional shop transforms 
into    Peters & Co Gin Palace, 
a homage to 18th-century gin 
establishments, once known as 
“dram shops”. It serves 40 types  
of gin and regular guest varieties.

Address book

01 Violet Cakes 
 47 Wilton Way, E8 3ED  

144 (0)20 7275 8360 
violetcakes.com

02 Wilton Way Café 
 63 Wilton Way, E8 1BG 

londonfieldsradio.co.uk
03 J Glinert 
 71 Wilton Way, E8 1BG  

144 (0)20 7249 6815 
jglinert.com

04 Momosan Shop 
 79A Wilton Way, E8 1BG 
 momosanshop.com
05 London Fields Lido
 London Fields West Side, 

E8 3EU 
 144 (0)20 7254 9038
 better.org.uk
06 E5 Bakehouse
 Arch 395 Mentmore 

Terrace, E8 3PH 
 144 (0)20 8586 9600 

e5bakehouse.com
07 London Fields Brewery 

365-366 Warburton  
Street, E8 3RR  
144 (0)20 7254 7174 
londonfieldsbrewery.co.uk

08 Donlon Books 
 75 Broadway Market, 
 E8 4PH 
 144 (0)20 7684 5698 

donlonbooks.com
09 Noble Fine Liquor 
 27 Broadway Market,  

E8 4PH 
 144 (0)20 7833 1933 

noblefineliquor.co.uk
10 Hill & Szrok 
 60 Broadway Market, 
 E8 4QJ 
 +44 (0)20 7254 8805 

hillandszrok.co.uk
11 Peters & Co Gin Palace 
 F Cooke, 9 Broadway 

Market, E8 4PH 
 144 (0)7580 691 413 

petersginpalace.com

Getting there
—

Hackney isn’t the most 
accessible part of London – 
which is partly why it’s still 
considered a bit unspoiled. 
Reach Wilton Way on the 

277 bus from Highbury and 
Islington or the 242 from 
Liverpool Street. Or take 

the Overground to Hackney 
Central and walk.
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Primrose Hill 
City view
Considering the chocolate-box architecture, leafy streets and 
nearby canal, it is hard to believe that Primrose Hill is within 
a mile of central London. It is the incongruous nature of this 
refined urban village – only minutes from the bustling markets 
of Camden Town to the north and Baker Street to the west yet 
a world away from the city rat race – that has helped make the 
picturesque pocket of London one of the capital’s most desirable 
neighbourhoods to live in – and one of its most exclusive.

On any day of the week the action focuses along Regent’s 
Park Road, a street lined with florists, food shops, bookshops 
and independent boutiques that cuts through the village. On 
weekends it’s the gastropubs dotted across a series of backstreets 
that soak up the masses.

The prize location (as far as the estate agents of London are 
concerned) is the spot where a handful of Victorian mansions – 
reminiscent of dolls’ houses, painted in soft whites, pinks, blues, 
greens and yellows – overlook Regent’s Park itself. The view 
from the tip of the 78-metre-high Primrose Hill is pretty special, 
too: a cityscape that spans central London to the southeast and 
Hampstead and Belsize Park to the north. 

Address book

01 Richard Dare
 93 Regent’s Park Road, 

NW1 8UR 
 144 (0)20 7722 9428
02 Press
 3 Erskine Road, NW3 3AJ
 144 (0)20 7449 0081 

pressprimrosehill.com
03 Lemonia
 89 Regent’s Park Road, 

NW1 8UY 
 144 (0)20 7586 7454 

lemonia.co.uk
04 Elias and Grace
 158 Regent’s Park Road, 

NW1 8XN 
 144 (0)20 7449 0574 

eliasandgrace.com
05 Negozio Classica
 154 Regent’s Park Road, 

NW1 2XN 
 144 (0)20 7483 4492 

negozioclassica.co.uk
06 Odette’s
 130 Regent’s Park Road, 

NW1 8XL 
 144 (0)20 7586 8569 

odettesprimrosehill.com
07 Anna
 126 Regent’s Park Road, 

NW1 8XL 
 144 (0)20 7483 0411 

shopatanna.com
08 Primrose Bakery
 69 Gloucester Avenue, 

NW1 8LD 
 144 (0)20 7483 4222 

primrose-bakery.co.uk
09 The Engineer
 65 Gloucester Avenue,  

NW1 8JH 
 144 (0)20 7483 1890 

theengineerprimrosehill.
co.uk

10 Melrose and Morgan
 42 Gloucester Avenue, 

NW1 8JD 
 144 (0)20 7722 0011 

melroseandmorgan.com
11 ZSL London Zoo
 Regent’s Park, NW1 4RY 

144 (0)344 225 1826
 zsl.org
12 Open Air Theatre
 Regent’s Park, NW1 4NU 
 144 (0)844 826 4242
 openairtheatre.com

Stroll in the park
Primrose Hill walk 

The main thoroughfare of this 
well-heeled residential area is 
Regent’s Park Road, a picturesque 
avenue peppered with a mix of 
boutiques and family-friendly 
restaurants. Aspiring chefs should 
start out here and pop into    
    Richard Dare. This treasure 
trove of specialist cookware, 
tableware and kitchen utensils 
stocks everything from sushi to 
Sabatier knives.

Turn right off the main street 
onto Erskine Road and head to 
    Press, where the immaculately 
dressed women of Primrose Hill 
tend to shop. It stocks a tightly 
edited selection of high-fashion 
womenswear and accessories. 
Stroll back onto Regent’s Park 
Road and visit    Lemonia for 
a spot of lunch. This family-
friendly Greek restaurant is a 
London institution and has been a 
convivial local landmark for over 
30 years. Expect friendly, familiar 
service with a dash of Cypriot 
charm. For sartorial souvenirs 

for the little ones, after lunch head 
to    Elias and Grace, a kidswear 
boutique with an excellent mixture 
of independent and high-fashion 
brands that includes Imps and 
Elves and their own Miller label. 

You’ll now be ready for an  
early-afternoon tipple, which is 
where    Negozio Classica comes in. 
This popular wine bar and shop 
serves a selection of light Italian 
food to go with a glass of chianti. 
But if it’s fine dining you’re after, 
cross the street and try to secure 
a table at    Odette’s. Open since 

1978, this intimate neighbourhood 
restaurant is currently headed 
by Welsh chef-proprietor Bryn 
Williams and is great for special 
occasions. Williams serves classic 
French cuisine (a throwback to his 
training under Michel Roux Jr) 
but favours Welsh ingredients. For 
more retail therapy, wander over 
to    Anna next. The two-storey 
womenswear boutique has a loyal 
following that values owner Anna 
Park’s savvy eye.

Next, catch a breath of fresh 
air and spectacular views over 

1

London from one of its highest 
vantage points. Head to the end of 
Regent’s Park Road until you get 
to the black iron fence that hems 
in Primrose Hill, the robust patch 
of hilly green that gives this area its 
name. Make the short hike to the 
top and take in the panoramic view 
of the city that stretches all the way 
to the dome of St Paul’s Cathedral.

When walking back down the 
hill, cut across the playground to 
your right and duck down Fitzroy 
Road. Wander down to the end of 
the street, turn right and stop off 

for a cupcake and cup of tea at
    Primrose Bakery. Follow that 
up by settling down (in front of 
the fire in winter; in the garden 
in summer) at    The Engineer 
two doors down. This cosy pub 
has a village-like feel and serves 
classic pub comfort food in its 
dining room, bar and pretty back 
garden. For foodie souvenirs, 
cross the road to London’s 
smartest delicatessen in the form 
of     Melrose and Morgan. This is a 
well-designed pantry stocked full 
of undiscovered food products that 
draws customers from Primrose 
Hill and beyond.

You’ll now be within striking 
distance of Regent’s Park and the 
famous    ZSL London Zoo. It’s well 
worth checking the timetable for 
the zoo’s occasional after-hours 
openings that include wine-tastings 
and street-food events. In the 
summer months, culture vultures 
throng to the    Open Air Theatre, 
a venue that comes into its own 
on balmy nights. Catch a spot of 
Shakespeare then take a stroll north 
of the park to one of the area’s 
many fine restaurants or wine bars.

Getting there
—

The best way to get to 
Primrose Hill is on the 

Northern line, but you could 
also get the Overground to 

Kentish Town West – a 
15-minute walk from Regent’s 
Park Road. The 168 bus goes 

straight to the heart of the 
area via Bloomsbury  

and Camden.

4

3

10

11

12

5

6

7

2

8

9


